
Friday, Feb. 19, 2021

Before turning to our lectionary passage for today, we offer
a prayer for all who are suffering in Texas, adapted from a
request for prayers from a colleague in Austin, Carrie Graham.

Loving God, we pray
for the workers who are risking their lives and safety around the clock
to try to restore power and pipes;
for emergency personnel of all kinds, tirelessly tending to
unprecedented amounts of call with astounding limitations in
infrastructure capacit;
for our hospitals, medical personnel, staff and patients, many of whom
have lost water;
for those suffering from covid-19 and others who should be in ICU, but
for the limitations of electrical power, and those who need electricity
to power their medical devices;
for those who don't have electricity or water, yet have a boil water
notice;
for all who are experiencing homelessness, that they would be cared
for and find shelter;
for older adults who live alone and may be struggling to survive or
communicate a need for help;
for those who have lost sentimental family treasures to flooding;
for the food supply, dwindling since stores have not been able to
receive new shipments, and for roads and bridges to become passable
so that food, water and supplies can be delivered.

We pray that a literally miraculous number of people would be spared
from burst pipes and flooded homes, though most homes' pipes are
not built to hold up in this weather;
that amid anger, frustration, and conversations sidetracked by
unfruitful points, people may yet dare to unite across chasms and



move forward toward change together, and that all may be quick to
listen, to discern, to consider what's true and to speak truth both
boldly and in kindness;
and that people outside of Texas may be blessed in being led to
kindness, generosity, and thoughtful compassion for those in mid-
suffering.

We pray for faith, that soon those who are now suffering will be able to
look back in awe of God's new and persistent mercies. In looking to
our loving God for help and guidance, may we be moved by Christ's
very example to reach out and engage with all our neighbors with
generosity of heart, mind and resources. Amen.

A scripture passage offered
for this day’s Lenten contemplation,

and a brief question for spiritual reflection

After reading the scripture passage, I suggest a lectio divina approach:
1. re-reading the passage, noticing words or thoughts that stand out

to you;
2. then re-reading it again, and sitting in silence with it for a few

minutes;
3. then deciding whether to engage with the question for reflection

that follows. That may help to prevent the question itself from
becoming merely a trite lens through which the scripture passage
appears smaller and less consequential than it is. 

K.G.

3rd Day of Lent – Friday, Feb. 19, 2021

Mark 1:40-45
A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to
him, “If you choose, you can make me clean.” Moved with
pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and
said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!” Immediately
the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. After sternly
warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him,
“See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show
yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what
Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” 

But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to
spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go into a



town openly, but stayed out in the country; and people
came to him from every quarter.

*

When you look at yourself in the mirror, what do you see
that you most like, and what do you see that you most
deplore? (FB) 

*
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