
Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021

A scripture passage offered
for this day’s Lenten contemplation,

and a brief question for spiritual reflection

After reading the scripture passage, I suggest a lectio divina approach:
1. re-reading the passage, noticing words or thoughts that stand out

to you;
2. then re-reading it again, and sitting in silence with it for a few

minutes;
3. then deciding whether to engage with the question for reflection

that follows. That may help to prevent the question itself from
becoming merely a trite lens through which the scripture passage
appears smaller and less consequential than it is. 

K.G.

5th Day of Lent – Monday, Feb. 22, 2021

Mark 2:13-17
Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered
around him, and he taught them. As he was walking along, he
saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to
him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he
sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners
were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples—for there were
many who followed him. 

When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with



sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does
he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard this,
he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the
righteous but sinners.”

*

With this prayer by the late poet Mary Oliver—

“Oh, feed me this day, Holy Spirit, with
the fragrance of the fields and the
freshness of the oceans which you have
made, and help me to hear and to hold
in all dearness those exacting and wonderful
words of our Lord Christ Jesus, saying:
Follow me.” (MO)

—in what ways do you experience Jesus’s words “Follow me” as
being “exacting” and “wonderful”?

*
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