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Luke 1:8-15a, 18-19

Once when Zechariah was serving as priest before God and his
section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of
the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.
Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the
people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of
the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When
Zechariah saw him he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But
the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will
name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will
rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.” 

...Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I
am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel
replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.”

*

During this season, we focus on a sense of anticipation. God
gives us signs when we least expect to see them. Think about a



time when, in a place of disappointment or fear in your life, a
message came in an unexpected way, giving you a sense of
direction, peace and hope. Where did it come from? Did an
earthly angel bring it to you? 

We seek a sign from God this Advent, ready for God’s promise
to brighten a weary world. We’re not always good at patiently
waiting, wanting to know all will be well - on our schedule. Give
us courage to listen and to be open to see and to hear both
answers and surprises from God in unexpected places – on
God’s time.  
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