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Isaiah 1:22-31
Your silver has become dross, your wine is mixed with water. Your
princes are rebels and companions of thieves. Everyone loves a bribe
and runs after gifts. They do not defend the orphan, and the widow’s
cause does not come before them.

Therefore says the Sovereign, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of
Israel: Ah, I will pour out my wrath on my enemies, and avenge
myself on my foes! I will turn my hand against you; I will smelt
away your dross as with lye and remove all your alloy. And I will
restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the
beginning. Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the
faithful city. Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who
repent, by righteousness. But rebels and sinners shall be destroyed
together, and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed. For you
shall be ashamed of the oaks in which you delighted; and you shall
blush for the gardens that you have chosen. For you shall be like an
oak whose leaf withers, and like a garden without water. The strong
shall become like tinder, and their work like a spark; they and their
work shall burn together, with no one to quench them.

*

Isaiah’s prophecy illumines a chasm standing between the
righteous self-image of a people and their actual standing
before God. The Israelites assume their devotion gives them
favored status in God’s sight, but the silver of their obedience is
corrupted by the dross of systemic injustice, and the wine of
their worship is polluted by waters of idolatry. 

This gap between self-image and reality is not limited to



ancient Israel; it is part of the fallen human condition. We want
to be faithful, but even our best moments benefit from past
oppressions and participate in present orders of systemic
injustice. Our heartfelt devotion is limited by our desire for
comfortable lifestyles. Advent is an opportunity to shed our
fragile self-deceptions and see our lives unflinchingly in the
light of truth. This would be a depressing exercise but for Jesus’
assurance that God’s Kingdom dawns as good news for people
who hunger and thirst for a righteousness which they do not
possess. May God help us become those truth-filled, hungering
and thirsting ones who recognize how much we need…a Savior!
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