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Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together,
they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and
your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude
of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold
and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
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Doesn’t the first line of Isaiah 60 make your heart thrill and
your soul sing, especially after 9 months of lockdowns and
mask mandates and recommendations to stay home and stay
away from other people? What a great reminder that God is
sovereign and in control, even during this year that is so dismal
and this pandemic that is so long and never-ending. Isn’t this,
isn’t Advent, just what we need at this moment? After months
(that seem like years) of waiting for an end to the pandemic,
waiting for the opportunity to see and hug friends and family
members and to just “go out,” it brings a peace and calm to my
soul to encounter again this Advent, this season of waiting with
hopeful anticipation for the arrival of our savior. “Lift up your
eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to
you…” During this time of hopeful waiting, even in the year
2020, arise, shine, and lift up your eyes, knowing that God is in
control and with that there is hope for what is to come. Indeed,
Good News is ahead!
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