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Luke 1:57-66

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a
son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had
shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On
the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they
were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his
mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her,
“None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to
give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name
is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his
mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to
speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill
country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and
said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand
of the Lord was with him.

*



Be silent:  you might hear God speak to you!

God spoke to Zechariah through Gabriel and promised him and
Elizabeth a son.  Because Zechariah did not believe this good news,
God’s messenger silenced him. 
How often does God speak to us and we not listen or obey?
Elizabeth gave birth to a son and her neighbors celebrated with
her.  According to Jewish custom, he should be named for his
father.  However, Elizabeth had heard:  his name was to be John.
Her mute husband confirmed that in writing.  Their relatives were
amazed and fearful because God had intervened in human history
to redeem the world.

His speech restored, Zechariah joyfully praised God for calling
John by name before his birth to give hope to the world. 

What does the voice of God say to us who are also called by name?
If I would be silent and truly listen, what demands and promises
would I hear for a future of hope and love?
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