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Isaiah 29:17-24

Shall not Lebanon in a very little while become a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field be regarded as a forest? On that day the
deaf shall hear the words of a scroll, and out of their gloom
and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. The meek shall
obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the neediest people shall exult
in the Holy One of Israel. For the tyrant shall be no more, and
the scoffer shall cease to be; all those alert to do evil shall be
cut off—those who cause a person to lose a lawsuit, who set a
trap for the arbiter in the gate, and without grounds deny
justice to the one in the right.
Therefore thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham,
concerning the house of Jacob: No longer shall Jacob be
ashamed, no longer shall his face grow pale.
For when he sees his children, the work of my hands, in his
midst, they will sanctify my name; they will sanctify the Holy
One of Jacob, and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.
And those who err in spirit will come to understanding, and
those who grumble will accept instruction.



*

Today's text offers encouraging promises following dreadful
judgements: fresh joy for the meek, hearing for the deaf, sight
for the blind, understanding and instruction for God's peole.
Those who are ruthless, deceptive, oppressive, and unjust will
be rendered powerless. The coming generation will know and
worship God. We, Advent people are to lean toward this not-
far-off-day with confidence.

We see so little of the big picture of all there is to see. We
understand deeply so little of what we hear. The only
appropriate attitude toward life is meekness and humility.

Godself models this for us in the harsh obscurity of his
appearing among us. This meek humility is by no means
powerless or lacking in dignity. Indeed, our sovereign Savior's
embodiment was recognized and greeted with joy by the
citizens of heaven, the meek of the earth, and the powerfully
wise. Would you know the fresh joy Isaiah promised? Seek to
join the meek.
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