
Friday, Dec. 4, 2020

Malachi 2:17-3:7

Advent Devotional
by Kat Achtemeier

Malachi 2:17-3:7

You have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet you say,
“How have we wearied him?” By saying, “All who do evil are
good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” Or by
asking, “Where is the God of justice?” See, I am sending my
messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says
the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming,
and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to



bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers,
against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress
the hired workers in their wages, the widow and the orphan,
against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me,
says the Lord of hosts. For I the Lord do not change; therefore
you, O children of Jacob, have not perished. Ever since the
days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will
return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, “How shall
we return?”

*

Each year we expend enormous energy to cultivate the Advent
and Christmas season as an escape into a Hallmark-card world
where the troubles of this world cannot penetrate. But the
contrast between what we want this world to be like and the
reality in which we live easily leads to cynicism and bitterness.

Today’s passage from the prophet, Malachi, announces God’s
invasion into our world. God is coming to set things right and
doing so includes setting right the world of our hearts. We’re
going to feel the refiner’s fire and the launderer’s soap to
cleanse away the darkness in our own hearts.

We celebrate Christmas as the beginning of God’s campaign to
set the world right—a campaign that began at the manger and
continues among us now. So then, let us celebrate the joyous
hope of a world made new, and with God’s “be not afraid”
ringing in our ears, let us dare to hand over even our own
hearts to the work of the refiner.
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