
*Gloria Patri 581  
 

*The Charge Mark 12:28-31  
 

 Which commandment is the first of all?  
  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,   
  and with all your soul,  
  and with all your mind,  
  and with all your strength.  
 And the second is this:  
  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
  There is no other commandment greater than these.  
 

*Sung Benediction 741 (verses 1 and 3) “Guide My Feet”  
 

Guide my feet, while I run this race... 
Stand by me, while I run this race… 

For I don’t want to run this race in vain. 
 

*Blessing and Postlude    
    

Congregational Meeting 
  

*The congregation is invited to stand.  
 
This morning we welcome members and staff of Oakland Avenue       
Presbyterian Church in Rock Hill, SC! This worship service is part of their  
congregational retreat, and we are delighted to be sharing worship together today.  
A hearing loop is active; switch hearing aid to “T-coil.” Words in bold and 
double-indented are congregational responses. The musical theme for Stewardship 
Reflection is from “Weave One Heart” by Marty Haugen © 1999 GIA Publications, 
Inc. Scripture passages are read from the New Revised Standard Version except Psalm 
65:1-3 in the Call to Worship which are from The Message.  
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Morning Meditation Leonard Cohen 
If it be your will that a voice be true, 

from this broken hill, I will sing to you. 
From this broken hill, all your praises they shall ring, 

if it be your will to let me sing. 
 

Chimes of the Trinity  
 

Ritual of Fellowship and Stewardship Reflection 
  

Weave one heart from the many strands;  Weave our hopes and weave our lives. 
God be praised through our working hands;  Weave our hopes and weave our lives.  

 

When the cantor sings each line, the congregation responds:  
“Weave our hopes and weave our lives.” 

 

Voluntary “For the Beauty of the Earth”  DIX 
  Conrad Kocher (19th C.) /arr.Carter 
 

*Call to Worship   Psalm 65:1-5 
 Silence is praise to you, Zion-dwelling God, and also obedience. 
   You hear the prayer in it all. 
 We all arrive at your doorstep sooner or later,  
 loaded with guilt, our sins too much for us— 
  but you get rid of them once and for all. 
 Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts.  
  We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,  
  your holy temple. 
 By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation;  
  you are the hope of all the ends of the earth  
  and of the farthest seas. 



*Hymn 32  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 

Almighty, loving Creator God, 
Your holy word is a call on our lives,  

and the life of the church, and the life of the world, 
to which we do not always pay enough attention.  

Our gratitude is occasional, our humility is conditional, 
our concern for others comes with caveats. We need your help.  
Please, Loving God, open our eyes to your commanding truth, 

and help us to be the light of the world for which we were made. 
 

Silent Prayers of Confession  
 

Kyrie Eleison 579 (unison)  “Lord, Have Mercy”  
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Response 587 (unison)  “Alleluia!” 
 

Reading from the Old Testament    Joel 2:26-29 
 

Children who would like to continue with age-appropriate activities  
may go with the Children’s Tabernacle greeter during the hymn. 

 

*Hymn 450  “Be Thou My Vision” 
 

Reading from the Gospel  Luke 18:9-14 
 

Choral Anthem   “Christ Has Broken Down the Wall” Miller 
Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church Choir 

 

Reading from the New Testament  II Timothy 4:6-8 
 

Sermon  “I Don’t Want to Run This Race in Vain” Keith Grogg 
  
Prayers of the People   Dr. Jeff Bryan 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 

 

*Hymn 846 “Fight the Good Fight” 
 

Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts  
 

Offertory “The Gift of Love” O WALY WALY 
  Hopson/Carter 
*Doxology 607   
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below; Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore, amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication and Affirmation of Faith  A Brief Statement of Faith  
 

 We trust in God the Holy Spirit,  
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 

engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage 

to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 


