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1. Please hear our lectionary reading 

Revelation 21: 1-6a—Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God is with mortals.

He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be with them; He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away. 

And He who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

This is God’s word… (Response) 

[2. Prayer] 

Please join me in lifting up this service as I pray… 

Thank You, Lord, for Your Creation, and the miraculous ways in which it sustains us. And now, please… 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, my rock and my redeemer.” In the name of Jesus, amen. 

[3. Introduction] 

[A. Reflection on All Saints’ Day and Scripture in prayer] 

How often have we heard the beautiful text from Psalm 19, “Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart…” 

For three decades I have carried it with me, as a remembrance of when those words echoed across the sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church of Gainesville, Florida in the rich, resonant Mississippi accent of the late Leslie Tucker. 

Today, on All Saints’ Day, let us remember the pastors who have been so special in our lives, and who from their labors rest.  

B. Theme of today’s service, as apparent from the hymns and liturgy, is Earth, the garden we are entrusted to keep. 

1). Title: “On Earth As It Is in Heaven: To Journey Through Creation” 

2). Aim: Focus our thoughts and emotions in considering God’s majestic creation… 

3). Three parts of the sermon: 

a. To celebrate Creation as God’s word reveals it to us… 

b. To consider humanity’s behavior in the keeping of God’s Creation… 

c. To respond to the calls of Creation and our own denomination for care of the Earth 

C. So, how did this service come to be?: 


1). Quite simply, this is what happens when people attend programs at Montreat Conference Center. We get inspired! 


In July several of us participated in the “Faith and Environment” conference. It seemed logical to build on that wonderful event with a celebration of God’s Earth. 

D. How did this sermon come to be?: 


1). The short answer is that Janie looked me in the eye in our first planning session and declared, “I’m not the one who’s going to preach, mister smarty-pants ichthyologist!” 


2). It was Bill McCaskill, though, who put it all in perspective. He flashed that endearing grin and his eyes brightened when I told him that I was to be preacher. 

But as we parted, I heard him whisper to Susanne: “Good news about stewardship! We won’t have to pay an honorarium or travel expenses next week… and we can save the money for next year, to get somebody really good!” 

[4. Moment of Preparation] 

A. Begin by reflecting on the words of preparation in Psalm 24—The earth is the Lord’s… 

B. Pause to consider the “fullness of the earth” 


1). Deep breath 


2). Consider an outdoor place that is special to you; imagine it; think about what it is like, why it is special, maybe your last time there or the anticipation of another visit  

3). Could be a place along Flat Creek, or your garden, or a mountain or a coral reef. 

4). Not a usual part of worship, so give a moment to settle in to the idea. 

5). Now, silently call such a place to mind, while I count to 15. 

6). Gently, come back to this sanctuary 

7). What came to mind? (Share a few images…) 

[5. “On Earth As It Is in Heaven: To Journey through Creation” Part I: Celebrate God’s Majesty] 

A. In the Green Bible, four themes of Creation are recognized: 


1). First, God created the Earth 

a. Jeremiah 10:12-13 It is he who made the earth by his power, who established the world by his wisdom, and by his understanding stretched out the heavens. When he utters his voice there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, and he makes the mist rise from the ends of the earth. 

b. Psalm 104:5-8 Thou didst set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be shaken. Thou didst cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. At Thy rebuke they fled; at the sound of Thy thunder they took flight. The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place which Thou didst appoint for them.”

· Imagery 

· Timeless 

· Language 

2). Secondly, the Earth belongs to God 

a. Psalm 24:1-2 The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein: for he has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the rivers. 

b. 1 Corinthians 10:26 For “the earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” 

3). Now, see God’s Glory in the Earth 

a. Psalm 57:5 (& 11) Be exalted, O God, above the heavens: Let Thy glory be over all the earth! 

4). Finally, the Earth praises God 

a. 1 Chronicles 16:31-34 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!” Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall the trees of the wood sing for joy before the Lord… 

· Trees of the wood sing for joy! Listen for the trees of Montreat… 

C. Have you ever thought about Jesus’ life say and His connection to the environment? (There is a whole sermon just on that, I believe.) 

1). Places of His early public ministry: 

a. Mark 1:9-10a, 12-13,16 (just the first chapter alone…) 

(1) River Jordan 

(2) Heavens opened 

(3) Wilderness, wild beasts 

(4) Sea of Galilee 

b. Can you think of others? 

(1) As a child with Joseph the carpenter, felling trees, smelling fresh-cut wood; with His disciples, gleaning crops, cooking fish…


2). Ellen Davis of Duke Divinity School, a speaker at the July conference, makes the point that “The interconnectedness of people and land, of natural systems and human communities, over a long period of time may well be the chief ‘family value’ reflected in the Old Testament.” 


Why not take time today to wonder about the connection of Jesus to the land. Certainly He must have known where the elements of communion were grown. So, think about the grain that yielded the flour, the olive trees and their oil in today’s flat bread, the vines that produced grapes. 

[6. “On Earth As It Is in Heaven: To Journey through Creation” Part II. When the Garden Is Not Well Kept ] 

[A. Three quick stories from the field. One headline.]  

As a scientist, have worked to describe, understand and explain to others the structure and function of natural environments, habitats and ecosystems. While we can bring our emotions and political opinions to various debates over the environment, as President John Adams said, “Facts are stubborn things.” Here are some things that my experience tells me: 

B. “The privileged 4%” 


We, the citizens of the United States, as 4% of the world’s population, consume about 25% of the world’s resources, including 22% of world energy consumption, to support our lifestyle and habits. Is that sustainable? What happens when China tries to consume at the same level, which is starting to happen as evidenced by their construction of one new coal-fired electrical generating station each week. 

C. “Hormones disrupted” 

A professor-of-the-year colleague of mine wrote in a scientific paper: “We have observed that neonatal and juvenile alligators living in pesticide-contaminated lakes have altered plasma hormone concentrations, reproductive tract anatomy and hepatic functioning.” 

Translation: Pesticides in Florida lakes are causing alligators to fail in reproduction. Do you remember DDT? Banned in this country, our corporations sell it overseas. Meanwhile, herbicides cause sex reversal from male to female. 

D. “Flat Creek meets the Gulf of Mexico” 


A principle of ecology is that everything on the planet is in some way connected to something else. When water runs off the grounds of Montreat—including coffee-colored drainage from bare soils along private and public property—where does it go? As part of the Swannanoa Valley drainage, we are connected to the French Broad River, and then the Tennessee, and then the Mississippi. For years fertilizers from Midwestern industrial soybean and corn farmlands have been draining into the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico. Should we be surprised that nitrogen over-enrichment of coastal waters off Louisiana has created what is called a Dead Zone where marine life is suffocated? The area of this zone is larger than the size of Connecticut and Delaware combined. 

E. “Is Earth too big to fail?” 


We hear the phrase, “Too big to fail,” spoken in reference to the economy a lot these days. But what about the environment? If anyone is interested we can visit after the service about the so-called Ocean Conveyor Belt, and what melting of arctic ice could mean to a global pattern of water circulation that controls climate… 

Facts are stubborn things.  

[7. “On Earth As It Is in Heaven: To Journey through Creation” Part III. The Tilling and the Keeping] 

[A. Attitudes] 

[1). John Calvin] 


An article entitled “John Calvin’s Greener Side,” in the spring 2009 issue of a publication of the Presbyterian Church’s Office of Theology and Worship, quotes Calvin: 


“The almost innumerable variety of animals should astonish us” 


“All those things were…entrusted to us, and we must one day render an account of them” 

[2). John Paul II – p I-35, GB] 


In a message based on the Biblical accounts of creation in Genesis, Pope John Paul II in 1990 included in his list of threats to world peace “lack of respect for nature” and “the plundering of natural resources.” He goes on to raise the moral aspects of pollution, which he considers as a “lack of respect for life.” 

[B. Actions] 

[1). Faith traditions] 

What are some contemporary Protestants saying and doing about Earth and its keeping? 


A preacher well known in Montreat said it this way: “To drive to extinction something He has created is wrong…We Christians have a responsibility to take the lead in caring for the earth.” This was in a story in the Detroit Free Press, quoting Billy Graham. 

[2). Church of Scotland – Eco Congregations] 


Eco-Congregation Scotland is a growing movement of currently 227 churches. They “share the conviction that our society's wholesale exploitation of the natural world is a dishonour to God the Creator.” They have wonderful worship and mission resources online, in part to put God's house in green order 

[3). Presbyterians USA 


a. National level 


(1) A report adopted by the 202nd General Assembly makes an extensive case for a broken covenant in which humans have been “tilling without keeping and of failing to share equitably the fruits of tilling.” While some of the numerous action items frankly have languished, a staff position in Louisville has been re-activated so that we have national leadership and resources again.  


(2) Presbyterians for Earth Care promotes the green movement through grassroots efforts by people of faith and their congregations. It organized the July conference that Janie and I attended. At the conference, this organization presented Montreat Conference Center with its Restoring Creation award for work in conserving land and resources. Bravo! 


We are fortunate that the national staff director of Presbyterians for Earth Care, Julie Lehman, lives in Asheville, and that she is here this morning. I’d like her to stand so that you’ll know how to find her after worship. 


b. Higher Education in the PCUSA 



(1) Warren Wilson College 


At this point I simply note that the college has been featured in the New York Times for its comprehensive environmental sustainability programs. It is viewed as one of America’s greenest campuses. 


Julie also works at Warren Wilson College, and this morning she has brought a display of some exciting things happening there. 


Bravo, Warren Wilson! 



(2) Montreat College 


A recent magazine article concerning the college’s newly appointed Green Campus task force state, “Going green is not simply following a trend…” 


The task force’s mission statement makes it clear: “Rooted in the belief that we have a biblical mandate to care for creation, Montreat College strives to model and promote wise environmental stewardship out of respect and love for the Creator.” 


Bravo, Montreat College! 


The leader of the green task force is Brackin Kirkland, with whom I spoke recently and shall be meeting this week. 


c. Montreat Presbyterian Church 


Finally, we bring the story of care for the earth home to Montreat Presbyterian Church. 


As individuals, perhaps something that we have considered this morning will cause us to think—or act—differently toward the earth. Maybe when we walk about this magnificent cove we’ll listen for the song of the trees. 


But, how about us as a community of believers? A few things that come to mind—nothing radical, nothing that many other congregations are not already doing, nothing that costs a whole lot, if anything—include:  



(1) Picking the low-hanging fruit 




a. Example—if the Presbytery had funds for energy conservation… 



(2) Nurturing the vision 




a. Example—could we gather information about eco-congregations to see what actions might be a good fit for us? 



(3) Equipping the saints 



a. Might we ponder a way to establish a visiting environmental theologian program, perhaps in partnership with the conference center and our local colleges? 

8. Conclusion 


In closing, let’s consider the words of the prophet Micah: “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 


From what we have considered this morning, we could extend those words to be sure that we do justice to God’s creation, that we love and treat kindly all creatures here below, and that we walk humbly with our God across His landscape. 

What does the Lord require of you? 

Amen. 

9. Benediction 

A. Janie and Rocky… 

B. And now, 

May the God of Creation keep you in His grace, mercy and love, so that you in turn can go forth praising God for the majesty of mountains and sky. 

May you find the fellowship of Jesus, Lord and Savior, in wilderness and in gardens. 

And, 

May the Holy Spirit inspire you and guide our community in awareness and connection to keep the Earth, loving it, treating it kindly, and walking humbly 

upon it.                    













