A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

27 SEPTEMBER 2009

Preparation for Worship

Divine and Hidden  Friend, I often feel that I fail at prayer, 

but I rejoice that your Spirit prays ceaselessly in the cellar of my heart.  

Grant me the grace to sit still that I may hear the Spirit’s silent song, 

ever flowing like a river deep within, singing my love for you.

                                        from Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim, Edward Hayes

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ             Henry W. Neale          

Voluntary                                Christ is Made the Sure Foundation                 Regent Square                             

*Opening Prayer and Thanksgiving


Leader:  Thanks be to you O God that we have risen this day 



    to the rising of this life itself.


People:  May it be a day of blessing, O God of every gift, a day 



    of new  beginnings given.


Leader:  Help us to avoid every sin and the source of every sin to forsake.


People: And as the mist scatters from the crest of these hills may each


              hill haze clear from our souls, O God.    
 

*Hymn of Praise: 417       Christ is Made the Sure Foundation                Regent Square

Confession of Sin:








Prayer of Confession (In unison)



Leader:  Our fortunate lives tempt us to boast more than to 




    confess openly and honestly.  Let us confess our 




    sin and seek God’s gracious pardon.  Let us pray:



People: O Lord, we admit that when we are frightened, we 




   turn away from you, bolting and running like scared 




   sheep. In times of success, we ignore you altogether.  




   When unsure, we blame you.  Our foolishness often 




   leads us to the edge of self-destruction.  We endeavor 




   to hold others to rules we do not honor.  We trivialize 




   what is sacred and are too rushed to hear the sound 




   of your Spirit. Forgive us, Dear Lord, and grant us 




   once more your gentle mercies.  

 

Silent Prayer


 
Kyrie Eleison


573






Assurance of Forgiveness

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Lesson







    Psalm 124 New Testament Lesson   






        James 5:13-20 This is the Word of the Lord.


Thanks be to God.

Sermon                            Confession and Prayer for These Days              

TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD

*Hymn of Response: 78      Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed                           Martyrdom

*Affirmation of Faith (in unison) 



Leader:  We are not alone; we live in God’s world.



People:  We believe in God: who has created and is 




    creating, who has come in Jesus, the word 




    made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who 




    works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust 




    in God.  We are called to be the church: to 




    celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect 




    in creation, to love and serve others, to seek 




    justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified 




    and risen, our judge and our hope.  In life, in death, 




    in life beyond death, God is with us.  We are not alone.  


    Thanks be to God

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Offering


Offertory                  Lord Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light                              Bach

           *Doxology
                    


*Prayer of Dedication


 TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Closing Hymn:                         Sweet Hour of Prayer                                   Sweet Hour

 
Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, that calls me from a world of care,


And bids me at my Father's throne make all my wants and wishes known!


In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief,


And oft escaped the tempter's snare, by thy return, sweet hour of prayer.


Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, thy wings shall my petition bear 


To Him, whose truth and faithfulness engage the waiting soul to bless.


And since he bids me seek His face, believe His word and trust his grace,


I'll cast on Him my every care, and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.

*Benediction

Postlude                         Allegretto from Sonata Op. 27 no. 2                          Beethoven

_____________________________

*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION

Worship Leaders                      Greet/Usher 

Jim Morgan                              The McEntire Family: Lucy, Bryant, Audrey, Brenna,

Henry W. Neale 



Cambell, and Del

Margaret C. Neale

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.
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