A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

30 AUGUST 2009

Preparation for Worship

It is my belief that in the presence of God there is neither male nor female, white nor black, gentile nor Jew, Protestant nor Catholic, Hindu, Buddhist, nor Moslem, but a human spirit stripped to the literal substance of itself before God.  Howard Thurman

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ  

Voluntary                             Meditation on Wondrous Love                                Callahan              *Call to Worship


Leader:  When we seek the will of the Lord as the aim of our journey, 



    the travel is abundantly fruitful.


People: When we seek the Bread of Life in our hunger, the meal 



    is forever filling.  


Leader:  When we seek the Living Water in our thirst, our thirst is 



   quenched with “water gushing up to eternal life.”


People:  Let us worship the Lord, our God, who calls us to gather 



    and who satisfies our every need. 

*Hymn of Praise: 459               Father, We Praise Thee                     Christe Sanctorum

Confession of Sin:









Prayer of Confession (In unison)

 

Almighty and Everlasting God,



What we need, we don’t have ….What we have, we don’t own.



What we own, we don’t want…..What we want, Lord, we don’t know.



What we say, we don’t feel……..What we feel, we don’t show.



God forgive us…………………..God forgive us all!



In Christ’s holy name.  Amen

      

Silent Prayer


 
Kyrie Eleison




572



Assurance of Forgiveness

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Lesson





          Genesis 18:1-5, 9-10, 16-33 This is the Word of the Lord.


Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                 Does God Change His Mind?                             Russ Ward       

TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD

*Hymn of Response: 268 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens       Holy Manna

*Affirmation of Faith (in unison) 


We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has 


come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and to make new, 


who works in us and in others by the Spirit.  We trust in God.  


We are called to be the church:  to celebrate God’s presence, to live 


with respect in creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and 


resist evil, to proclaim Jesus crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.


In life, in death, in life beyond death,  God is with us.  We are not alone.  


Thanks be to God.  Amen                         From the Iona Community

Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Lord’s Prayer


Ground of all being, Mother of life, Father of the universe your name 



is sacred beyond speaking.


May we know your presence, may your longings be our longings in 



heart and in action.


May there be food for the human family today, and for the whole earth 


community.


Forgive us the falseness of what we have done, as we forgive those 



who are untrue to us.


Do not forsake us in our time of conflict, but lead us into new beginnings.


For the light of life, the vitality of life, and the glory of life are yours, 



now and forever.  AMEN.





From the Ghost Ranch Conference Center (PCUSA)

Offering


Offertory                  About Strange Lands and People              Robert Schumann  


*Doxology
      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                           592


*Prayer of Dedication


 TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Closing Hymn: 404            Precious Lord, Take My Hand                        Precious Lord

*Benediction

Postlude                Chorale from Jerusalem, Thou City Fair and High                     Engel

___________________________

*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION

Worship Leaders                                              Greet/Usher 

Russ Ward                                                       Charlotte and Calvin Chesnutt

Rocky Ward

Margaret C. Neale

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.

Please check the church website for information: www.montreatchurch.org
To receive the newsletter directly via email, please send a request to 

Margaret Neale at mcneale@aol.com. 
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