A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

23 AUGUST 2009

Preparation for Worship

God is not found in the soul by adding anything but by subtracting. 

– Meister Eckhart

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ                             Ward

Voluntary:                                            Voluntary                                                    Blewitt

*Call to Worship


 Leader:   People of God, God calls to you this day.


 People:  We have heard God’s call and will love God with all our heart.

 Leader:   People of God, God welcomes your presence in worship.

 People:  We will meet God here and adore God alone with all our soul.

 Leader:   People of God, God offers wisdom for you this day.

 People:   We will honor God alone with all of our mind.

 Leader:   People of God, God challenges and shapes you on this day.

 People:  We will serve God alone with all of our strength.

 Leader:  God has prepared for us a time for worship.  God is here!


 People:  Let us praise our Maker. 

*Hymn of Praise: 371                   Lift High the Cross                                           Crucifer

Confession of Sin:


The Grace of God









Prayer of Confession (In unison)

 

Holy and most Merciful God, You command us to love you and one 


another. But, we break your commandment by loving ourselves more 


than loving others. You taught us how we are to listen to you and to 
others. But, we fail to hear what you say, and our negligent actions 


silences others. You ask that we offer ourselves to you and to one 
another. But, we serve only ourselves with our lackluster commitment

      
to your gift of faith. In Jesus, you show us how we are to love one 


another. But we are afraid to love others, even as we love ourselves.



Gracious God, hear our confessions.  Merciful God, forgive us.

      

Silent Prayer


 
Kyrie Eleison




572



Assurance of Forgiveness

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

New Testament Lesson






         Mark 12:28-34

Old Testament Lesson        





      I Kings 20:35-43

This is the Word of the Lord.


Thanks be to God.

Sermon                                    A Parable From the Past
                        Jack Sadler       

TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD

*Hymn of Response: 420    God of Grace and God of Glory                   CWM Rhondda

*Affirmation of Faith (in unison) 


In life and death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord 


Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

we trust in the one true God, the Holy one of Israel, whom alone we 

worship and serve. We trust Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor 

and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the broken hearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified,

suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the 

world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, 

breaking the power of sin and evil delivering us from death to life eternal.

With believers of every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or 

in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen.      

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Offering


Offertory:                         Prelude on Germany                           Charles Callahan


*Doxology
      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                           592


*Prayer of Dedication


 TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Closing Hymn: 343       Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                          Beecher

*Benediction

Postlude:                                              Inventio                                                         Bach

_________________________________

*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION

Worship Leaders                                                   Greet/Usher 

Jack Sadler                                                           Susanne and Bill McCaskill


Rockwell Ward

Margaret C. Neale

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.

Please check the church website for information: www.montreatchurch.org
To receive the newsletter directly via email, please send a request to 

Margaret Neale at mcneale@aol.com.
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