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10 MAY 2009

Preparation for Worship
Blessed be the Beloved, the One who dwells in open hearts, 
who guides us along the way.

Blessed be You, who come in the Name of Love; may your glory fill the earth!

    




  Amen and Amen!    



Psalm 72, paraphrased, Nan C. Merrill, "Psalms For Praying"

THE CHURCH GATHERS
Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ                  Marylyn Huff   

Minute for Mission 






          Jim Skidmore
 Voluntary: 306                               Fairest Lord Jesus  

     Crusaders’ Hymn      
*An Opening Acclamation


Leader:  Beneath the mists of time, before the world began, beyond our 



   understanding; in the beginning...God. 


People: Alleluia!


Leader:  Fathering history, mothering creation, parenting earth's people 


    from the beginning ... God.


People: Alleluia!


Leader:  Expecting the right moment, preparing the right way, revealing 


   the right person for each new beginning ... God.


People: Alleluia!


Leader:  We believe in one God, 


All:        Maker and mover of heaven and earth.      A Wee Worship Book, Iona
*Hymn of Praise: 130                Let Every Christian Pray                         Laudes Domini                   
Confession of Sin:

The Grace of God









Prayer of Confession (In unison)
 

Almighty God, we have wandered from your love.  We have 


neglected your Word in the torrent of words that we hear and read 



everyday.  Our hearts are troubled amid the conflicts and violence 


of our world.  Sometimes we find it easier to withdraw from everything, 


to resist change, lest it require more of us.  We know you are reaching 


out to heal us; help us to respond.   We know we are surrounded by 


your love.  Let us feel it deep within and reflect it out as a light of hope 


to all we meet.                                                       -- Meg Perry McLaughlin







     Southminster P.C. Richmond, VA
      

Silent Prayer

 
Kyrie Eleison




572



Assurance of Forgiveness
TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson







   Psalm 111
New Testament Lesson





      
         Luke 15:11-32
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Sermon


      A Gospel of Compassion      

         Eric Skidmore
       
TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD
*Hymn of Response: 298  There's a Wideness in God's Mercy  

   In Babilone
*Affirmation of Faith (in unison) The Apostles’ Creed                       (Traditional, p. 14)      
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Offering

Offertory: 436
           We Are Your People 
                                Whitfield




        Soloist: Margaret Peery      

*Doxology
      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                           592

*Prayer of Dedication


A Litany for Mother's Day 

       A Litany for Mother's Day (found on page 3)
 TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE
*Closing Hymn: 274                O God of Earth and Space                                       Leoni
*Benediction
Postlude: 432 

           Canto de Esperanza 


      Argentina

__________________________________

*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION
Worship Leaders

        
      
 Greet/Usher 

Eric Skidmore



 Tom and Jane Frist

Marylyn Huff

Clare Frist

Margaret Peery

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.

Please check the church website for information: www.montreatchurch.org
To receive the newsletter directly via email, please send a request to 

Margaret Neale at mcneale@aol.com.

A Litany for Mother’s Day









By Peggy Emerson

Leader: Mothers come in many different forms, and today we celebrate them all!
All: 
  Thank God for mothers! 

Leader: Everyone here is either a son or a daughter.
All: 
  Thank God for my mother! 

Leader: For those women who have joined God in Heaven and whom we miss dearly 
  
  here on earth.
All: 
  Thank God for the mothers of the past. 

Leader: For every woman who is working day and night to raise her children right now.
All: 
  Thank God for the mothers of today. 

Leader: For all the women who are expecting, but aren't quite mothers yet!
All: 
  Thank God for the soon-to-be-mothers. 

Leader: For the women who took in others' children through adoption and foster care.
All: 
  Thank God for the mothers with hearts so big. 

Leader: For those women who have lost a child to death and must carry on.
All: 
  Thank God for the mothers who are so strong. 

Leader: For all the women who have desperately wanted to have children of their own, 

  but chose instead to mother everyone else.
All: 
  Thank God for the mothers in spirit. 

All: 
  We thank you, Lord, for the women who have influenced our lives in so 
 
  many ways. We pray that we will honor them in everything we do. Amen. 
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