 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

EARTH DAY SUNDAY

26 APRIL 2009

Preparation for Worship
Earth is but the frozen echo of the silent voice of God.  --  from God at Every Gate
In a dark time, the eye begins to see.   --  Theodore Roethke
All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.  







--  Julian of Norwich
THE CHURCH GATHERS
Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ                    Olson Huff Voluntary: 102

            Were You There?  
                          Were You There


                   Congregation invited to sing, all stanzas.

 *Call to Worship

Leader:  The God of heaven is present on earth in word and silence and sharing,
 
People:  In face of doubt, in depth of faith, in signs of loving and caring.

 
Leader:  Gentler than air, wilder than wind, settling yet also deranging,  

 
People:  The Spirit thrives in human lives, both changeless and yet 



    changing.

 
Leader:  Truth after tears, trust after fears, God leaving everyone wiser,

 
People:  The Spirit springs through hopeless things transforming what 


    defies her. 

*Hymn of Praise: 554               Let All Things Now Living                                  Ash Grove
 Confession of Sin:

The Grace of God









Prayer of Confession (In unison)



Gracious God, when our fears are too heavy to carry, too real 


to hide, and too deep to undo, forgive our lack of trust in your 



strengthening presence. Set us free from a past that we cannot 



change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and 


grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; 



through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Amen.



Silent Prayer


 
Kyrie eleison
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Assurance of Forgiveness
TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson






  Psalm 40: 1-3a, 11
New Testament Lesson                




      Romans 8:35-39
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Sermon



The Ethereal Light


        Rockwell Ward
       

TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD
*Hymn of Response: 379   My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less                         Solid Rock
*Affirmation of Faith             HOPE IN THE DARKNESS

Leader:  We wait in the darkness, expectantly, longingly, anxiously, 


   thoughtfully.


People: You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.

Leader:  Sometimes, in the solitude of darkness, our fears and concerns, 


    our hopes and our visions rise to the surface.  We come face to 


    face with ourselves and with the road that lies ahead of us.  And 


    in that same darkness, we find companionship for the journey.


People:  In that same darkness, we sometimes allow ourselves to wonder 



    and worry whether we are going to survive.  


Leader:  We know you are with us, O God.  Yet we still await your coming.  



    In the darkness that contains both our hopelessness and our 


    
    expectancy, we watch for a sign of God's hope. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Offering

Offertory           
Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us    

      Bradbury
Clare Frist and Margaret C. Neale


*Doxology
      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                           592

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.

*Prayer of Dedication


 TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE
*Closing Hymn: 339                        Be Thou My Vision                                             Slane
*Benediction

Postlude

       We Thank Thee, Jesus, Dearest Friend
                   Walther 
_____________________________

*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION
Worship Leaders

        
      
Greet/Usher 

Rockwell Ward



Susanne and Bill McCaskill

Olson Huff


Margaret C. Neale

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.

We will meet at the Chapel of the Prodigal on 3 May. 
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