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MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

29 MARCH 2009

Preparation for Worship

Come and Fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, Alleluia!        Taize
THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements, Passing the Peace of Christ       George Ramsey
Voluntary                              Chorale on Kingsdown                                Callahan
*Call to Worship  


God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoever believes 


in him should not perish but have eternal life. 


Let those who know they are redeemed celebrate it!

Those who have been reclaimed from deep trouble!


Though we were as good as dead, God made us alive with the grace of 
Christ through whom we are rescued and healed.


O give thanks to God for such unswerving love, for such


wonderful deeds for the children of earth. 

*Hymn of Praise: 483    





     Mit Freuden Zart 

                                 Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
Confession of Sin








Prayer of Confession (In unison)


Leader: Like our ancestors wandering in the desert, sometimes



  we grow impatient and lose our trust in you, O God. When



  that happens, 


People: heal and forgive us, O God.


Leader: Sometimes fear and mistrust get the best of us, and we 



  respond harshly, or we panic, or we run and hide. When 


  
  that happens, 


People: heal and forgive us, O God.


Leader: Sometimes we ignore you, God. We know what you want us



   to do, yet we do other things. We are easily influenced by 



   others. When that happens,


People: heal and forgive, O God. 


Leader: Sometimes we think we have to earn your love, and we 


   
   don’t feel good enough. Sometimes we think that we’re better 



   than others, or that we deserve your love and they don’t. When



   that happens,


People: heal and forgive us, O God.


Leader: Sometimes we ignore you--- your gracious love and your call to



   discipleship. Sometimes we live as if you were far away, and 



   had never come to live among us. When that happens,


People: heal and forgive us, O God. (Pause for silent confession.) 



Kyrie eleison
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Assurance of Forgiveness



Leader: Hear this good news from the letter to the Ephesians:




  “It is by God’s grace that you have been saved through




   faith. It is not the result of your own efforts, but God’s gift




   so that no one can boast about it.” So, know that God 




   loves you and has saved you. 



People: Thanks be to God! 
TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson




  


      Numbers 21:4-9
Second Lesson






 
John 3:14-21

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Sermon

                Snake handling Savior                        Jim Simpson
*Hymn of Response: 281  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah      CWM Rhondda   
TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD

*Affirmation of Faith 
       The Apostles’ Creed    (unison, Traditional, p. 14)  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Offering

Offertory                   Not All the Blood of Beasts                          Southhall            

 * Doxology
  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
               592

*Prayer of Dedication


  TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

Commissioning of the Gobi Mission Group     Eric Nichols, Charlotte Chesnutt

*Closing Hymn: 343  Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                    Beecher 
The Blessing

 
Leader: Gather up God’s promises for the voyage. Gather up and take   


   them with you into the world: they are God’s signs of a new world 


   coming. The promise: 
All: we will gather it!

Leader: The good news:

All: we will proclaim it!

Leader: The voyage:

All: we will travel it!

Leader: The cross:


All: we will carry it!

Leader: The season:

All: we will celebrate it!

Leader: Go now, and be God’s people in a world that needs you.


All: Amen. 

Postlude                                       Voluntary in G                                        Walond     
______________________________
*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION
Worship Leaders: Jim Simpson, George Ramsey, Margaret C. Neale

Greet/Usher: Bill and Susanne McCaskill

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.
