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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
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Preparation for Worship
"[A] new pattern of behavior, no matter how tiny it seems, will open [us] to God's presence; and this is no small matter. While the process of opening is beautiful, it can also bring heartbreak because it entails letting go of old, dear ways of doing things....Any act of creation is also an act of destruction, so as we begin to create clear space [for God], some things must go. Thus clearing involves loss. Even if the loss means leaving behind tired defense mechanisms and old patterns, they were our defense mechanisms and patterns. We developed them for a reason; they served a purpose, and losing them--even if it is time to lose them--can be confusing as well as exciting and promising." 
-- Sarah Parsons, A Clearing Season: Reflections for Lent
 
THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ       Pat McClurg
Voluntary: 76                     My Song Is Love Unknown                  Love Unknown

Congregation is invited to sing.
*Call to Worship  


Leader: Come, all of God's people who are burdened.

People: Let us let go.

Leader: Come, all of God's people who seek justice.

People: Let us take on.

Leader: Come, all of God's people who yearn to know the Divine.

People: Let us make the way clear for God.
*Hymn of Praise: 392      Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord                           Hall  
Confession of Sin








Prayer of Confession (In unison)



Gracious and loving God, Forgive us when we hurt each other, 


and help us to make peace with our neighbors when we fail to live 


according to your will. Forgive us for wanting to bypass the 



introspection it takes to fully come home to our deepest selves. 


Help us to recognize when our egos, fears, and pride keep us from 


each other and you. Break down the walls we've created and lead 


us in the way of connection.


Silent Prayer


Kyrie eleison



573

Assurance of Forgiveness

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Lesson




  

         Luke 10:25-37

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Sermon

                   A Common Story                    Mary Allison Cates

*Hymn of Response: 326 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart      Morecambe   
TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD

*Affirmation of Faith              The Apostles’ Creed   (In unison, Traditional, p.14)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Offering

Offertory                 Take My Life and Let It Be                               Hendon

Margaret C. Neale and Clare Frist


*Doxology
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

  592

*Prayer of Dedication


TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Closing Hymn: 408 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life                Germany 
The Blessing

Postlude: 87                  The Glory of These Forty Days                Erhalt uns Herr               
______________________________
*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION
Worship Leaders:


Greet/Usher:

Mary Allison Cates


Peggy Ann and Rusty Frank

Anne and Bill Straughan
Pat McClurg

Margaret C. Neale
If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.

Next Sunday, 29 March, we will worship in Walkup at 9:00 a.m.

For event listings and information, please explore the church website at www.montreatchurch.org.

If you are interested in receiving emails regarding church information, please write to Margaret Neale at mcneale@aol.com.

