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MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

15 MARCH 2009

Preparation for Worship
The disciple asks his master, “What can I do to attain God?” 

The master answers by asking, “What can you do to make sun rise?” 

The disciple says indignantly, “Then why are you giving us all these 

methods of prayer?” 

And the master replies, “To make sure you’re awake when the sun rises.”

Brian Cavanaugh, in The Sower’s Seeds
THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ   Jim Henderson                
Voluntary                          Now Thank We All Our God              Fanfare Callahan 
*Call to Worship


Leader:  In the presence of God whose word has called the earth 



   and stars into being,


People: We stand in awe. 

Leader:  In the presence of God whose arms have held little children,


People: We stand in trust.


Leader:  In the presence of God whose breath has stirred within us 



   and caused our hearts to thirst for justice, 


People: We stand in need. 


Leader:  Before you, Giver of Life, we come in faith, in search of 



   love and justice and wholeness. 


All:        Be with us; hear us, we pray. 
*Hymn of Praise: 554           Let All Things Now Living                         Ash Grove 
Confession of Sin








Prayer of Confession (In unison)



Merciful God, on this day and in this place, we remember afresh



that your heart goes out to insignificant and little things--- to 



children, to the poor, to the oppressed and sick and lonely, to the



defenseless and weary and rejected of the earth- of which you 


became one.



Lord, soften our hearts that they also may go out to call your human



family, for we have too often become hardened, and have withheld



ourselves from them, and from each other--- and losing them, and



you, we become the lost who now pray: Come, Lord, let your heart



be joined to ours, that we may once more be joined to each other



and to you, the Lord of Life. 


Silent Prayer


Kyrie eleison



572

Assurance of Forgiveness

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
A Reading from the Psalms




        Psalm 19:7-13

New Testament Lesson




  First Corinthians 1: 18-25

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

          The Relevance of the Cross                     Fitz Legerton

*Hymn of Response: 101 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross              Hamburg 


TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD

*Affirmation of Faith (in unison) 


God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the power of the 



human mind. Human thought ascribed to God superlatives of 


power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals his love in 



Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom



in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men and



women. The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world 



discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all



things to serve the purpose of his love.  (The Confession of 1967)
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Offering

Offertory                             Antiphon III                                              Dupre



       I am black but comely, O Ye Daughters of Jerusalem

*Response (All Sing) 





      Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God with all the hosts above;

Praise God in wonder, joy and love.

*Prayer of Dedication


TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Closing Hymn: 422   God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending          Beach Spring
The Blessing

Postlude                          Now Thank We all Our God                               Chorale     ______________________________
*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION
Worship Leaders:


Greet/Usher:

 Fitz Legerton


Betty Henderson and Peggy Ann Frank

Jim Henderson


Mary Jo and Perrin Wright

Margaret C. Neale
If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.

