 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

8 MARCH 2009

Preparation for Worship
I lift up my heart to you in gratitude, O God, for the gift of music that delights my ear, my heart, and my soul.  Edward Hays, "Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim"
THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ      Anne Rogers                
Voluntary                              Prelude in B Flat Major                             J. S. Bach
*Call to Worship


Leader: O come, let us sing to the Lord and shout with joy to 


   the rock of our salvation!

   
People: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving, 



   singing joyful songs of praise.

   
Leader:  What shall we return to the Lord for all the good things 


   God has done for us?

   
People: We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the 


    name of the Lord.  (from Psalm 95;1-2, and Psalm 116:12-13)
*Hymn of Praise: 264   When in Our Music God is Glorified                  Engelberg
Confession of Sin








Prayer of Confession (In unison)



Gracious God, we confess that we often struggle in our 


lives of faith.  The call to love You, neighbor, and self is 


harder than we might think.  We often have battles in our own 


hearts and minds to love our selves.  Trying to love You and 



neighbor in the midst of that battle is often more than we can take.  

     

Our gracious Potter, we return ourselves to you on this day to 


reshape us once again for lives of faith, hope, and love so that we 


might experience Jesus’ call to abundant life.  (Silent Prayer)

Congregational Response: Hymn 322:  Spirit of the Living God

Assurance of Forgiveness


Leader:   Friends, we worship a God who is slow to anger and 



    abounding in steadfast love.  Believe the good news, 



    that in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

  

People:  Forgiven by God, we are free to live together for 



    God’s purposes once again!

  

All:         How can we keep from singing?

*Congregational Response: 244 v.1: Let us with a Gladsome Mind    Monkland
TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading






          Acts 16:16-40 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
Sermon

          Music as a Means of Grace               David M. Bradley

Solo:                              How Can I Keep From Singing?                  





   Robert Lowry (1860)

My life flows on in endless song;  above earth’s lamentation

I hear the sweet though far off hymn that hails a new creation:

Through all the tumult and the strife I hear the music ringing;

It finds an echo in my soul – How can I keep from singing?

What though my joys and comforts die?  The Lord my Savior liveth;

What though the darkness gather round!  Songs in the night he giveth:

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that refuge clinging;

Since Christ is Lord of Heav’n and earth, How can I keep from singing?

I lift mine eyes; the cloud grows thin; I see the blue above it;

And day by day this pathway smoothes since first I learned to love it:

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing:

All things are mine since I am His -  How can I keep from singing?
*Hymn of Response: 181       Come Sing to God 

               Ellacombe
TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD

*Affirmation of Faith (in unison) 

     
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer 


of life.  The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to 


accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 


together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.  


The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our 


faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the 


Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with 


the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men 

to all ministries of the Church.  In a broken and fearful world the 


Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among 


all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in 


Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 


and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude 

to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our 


daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 


for God’s new heaven and earth, praying, “Come, Lord, Jesus!”


(A Brief Statement of Faith 10.4)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Offering

Offertory 
        Prelude from the Partita on Kingsfold  Charles Callahan
 


*Doxology
     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
               592

*Prayer of Dedication


TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Closing Hymn: 369   I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me          I’m Gonna Live
The Blessing

Postlude                              Fugue in B Flat Major                                 J. S. Bach    

 ______________________________
*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION
Worship Leaders: David M. Bradley, Anne Rogers, Margaret C. Neale

Greet/Usher:
Jim and Betty Henderson, Mary Jo and Perrin Wright



If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.

