 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

1 MARCH 2009

Preparation for Worship

“God is a glowing oven full of love.” Martin Luther
THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ                   Jack Sadler

Voluntary: 602                              Song of Zechariah                                   Merle’s Tune

    

                 Congregation invited to sing.
 *Call to Worship

Leader:  How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 



People: My soul longs, indeed it faints for the living God. 



Leader:  Even the sparrows and swallows come near your altars to 



   make nests and raise their young in your presence. 

People: Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. 
Leader:  Happy are those whose strength is in you. Their hearts show the way 



    to your Truth and even when they are lost in a desert, satisfaction



    comes. 


People: O Holy One, Hear our prayers. You are our protection and you



    see us as we truly are.

Leader:  It is good to be near you today.  May this hour in your church 



    sustain us through the days to come, whatever may come.



People:  For you are a sun and a shield and you take care of us.   

Leader:   Blessed is everyone who trusts in you. 

People:  Let us celebrate your Loving Kindness!
*Hymn of Praise: 272                     God of the Sparrow
                               Roeder
Confession of Sin:

The Grace of God









Prayer of Confession (In unison)



Loving God, you love us and we truly, albeit in faltering ways, 



love you. Our gaze too easily turns from you, our hands too 



easily rest from the labor we must do to help heal your world.   



Our ideals rarely match our practice and we falter from doubt 



and cynicism.  We sit and stand in your presence today, just 



as we are, with open eyes and hands, longing to be restored.  



Help us to love as we have been loved.


Collective Response:  (From “A Social Creed for the 21st Century)



[W]e respond to God’s call to transform our social order toward 



justice and peace, and address the 21st century’s great challenges 



of globalization and sustainability. Hearing also concerns of churches 



and peoples around our globe, we pledge ourselves to specific practices 


of personal and social responsibility that reflect our Triune God’s gracious 


will for all creation. We rejoice in the Biblical vision where all “shall long 


enjoy the work of their hands” and “not labor in vain or bear children for 


calamity”(Isa.65: 22-23).



In faith, we celebrate the full humanity of each woman, man and child,



all created in God’s image…In the love taught by Jesus, despite the 



world’s sufferings and evils, we honor the deep connections within our



human family and seek to awaken a new spirit of cooperation…In hope



sustained by the Holy Spirit, we pledge to keep and heal the environment,



recognizing our responsibility for its health and our interdependence with 



Creation and one another…With all those who labor and are heavy-laden,



we commit ourselves to a culture of peace and freedom that embraces



non-violent initiatives, human dignity and greater equality, with a deeper



spirituality of inward growth and outward action. By these means, we 


witness to our hope in the God who makes all things new, whom we know 




in Jesus Christ. 



Silent Prayer



Kyrie eleison




573



Assurance of Forgiveness

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson




     

                 Psalm 42
New Testament Lesson






          Mark 2: 18-22
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Sermon



Deep in the Desert


     Jeanne Sommer

*Hymn of Response: 436          We Are Your People                                         Whitfield 

TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD

Offering

Offertory

           Come, Thou Fount                          Wyeth arr. by Childs

                                          Clare Frist and Margaret C. Neale


*Doxology
      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                           592

*Prayer of Dedication







Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper



*Hymn of Preparation: 314  Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song      Bridegroom
*Affirmation of Faith                       (In unison, Nicene Creed, Ecumenical, p. 15)


Invitation to the Lord’s Table


Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer                      (Traditional, p. 16)

Words of Institution


Sharing of Bread and Wine


The Prayer of Commitment

TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Closing Hymn: 434     Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples                      Kingsfold 

*Benediction

Postlude

            Creating God, Your Finger Trace                                Hancock
__________________________________

*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION
Worship Leaders: Jeanne Matthews Sommer, Jack Sadler, Margaret Neale, Clare Frist

Communion Servers: Mary Nell and Hal Todd, Charlotte and Calvin Chesnutt
             

Greet/Usher: Gene and Judy Shuford

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

Elders will visit with you at the lectern following the service.

A Social Creed for the 21st Century (Adopted by the General Assembly of the National Council of Churches in November, 2007 and by the PC (USA) in June, 2008)

Remembering the prophetic Social Creed of the Churches of 1908, we respond to God’s call to transform our social order toward justice and peace, and address the 21st century’s great challenges of globalization and sustainability. Hearing, also, concerns of churches and peoples around our globe, we pledge ourselves to specific practices of personal and social responsibility that reflect our Triune God’s gracious will for all creation. We rejoice in the Biblical vision where all “shall long enjoy the work of their hands” and “not labor in vain or bear children for calamity”(Isa.65: 22-23).

In faith, we celebrate the full humanity of each woman, man, and child, all created in God’s image, by working for:

· Employment for all, at a family-sustaining living wage. 

· Protection of workers from dangerous occupational conditions, injuries, and death. 

· Full civil, political and economic rights for all people, protected by new governance structures. 

· Abolition of forced labor, human trafficking, and the exploitation of children. 

· The rights of workers to organize, and to share in workplace decisions and productivity gains. 

· Adequate time and resources to care for families without fear of work penalties. 

· High quality public education for all, free from racial, gender, or economic disparity. 

· A fair, de-racialized criminal justice system, based on restorative justice and rehabilitation. 

In the love taught by Jesus, despite the world’s sufferings and evils, we honor the deep connections within our human family and seek to awaken a new spirit of cooperation by working for:

· Abatement of poverty and enactment of policies benefiting the most vulnerable. 

· Universal healthcare. 

· Safe, affordable housing, served by adequate public transportation. 

· An effective program of social security during sickness, disability and old age. 

· Tax and budget policies that reduce disparities between rich and poor, strengthen democracy, and provide greater opportunity for everyone within the common good. 

· Just immigration policies that protect family unity, safeguard workers’ rights, require employer accountability, and foster international cooperation. 

· Public service as a high vocation, with integrity in voting, campaign finance and lobbying. 

In hope sustained by the Holy Spirit, we pledge to keep and heal the environment, recognizing our responsibility for its health and our interdependence with Creation and one another, by working for:

· Adoption of simpler lifestyles for those who have enough. 

· Access for all to healthy food, clean water and air, with wise and equitable land stewardship. 

· Sustainable use of all resources and promotion of alternative energy sources. 

· Equitable global trade that protects local economies, initiatives, cultures and livelihoods. 

· Peacemaking through international cooperation and rule of law, mutual security rather than unilateral force, nuclear disarmament and a strengthened United Nations. 

· Redirection of military spending to more peaceful and productive uses. 

· Relationships of mutuality among the world’s churches and faith communities. 

With all those who labor and are heavy-laden, we commit ourselves to a culture of peace and freedom that embraces non-violent initiatives, human dignity and greater equality, with a deeper spirituality of inward growth and outward action. By these means, we witness to our hope in the God who makes all things new, whom we know in Jesus Christ
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