
A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

 9 MAY 2010

ASSEMBLE IN GOD'S NAME

Gathering Music:                  Shall We Gather at the River




                      (stanzas: 1 and 2)

Welcome, Concerns and Celebrations   


         Rev. Susan L. Denne


Minute for Mission: Habitat for Humanity 

Voluntary: 368                        I've Got Peace Like a River       African American Spiritual

*Call to Worship


Let the peoples praise you, O God.


Let all the peoples praise you.


Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. 


For you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 

*Opening Hymn: 106             Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks
                     Alleluia No. 1

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession 


Gracious God, you often call to us in mysterious ways but we are too busy to interpret or too blind to recognize your call.  Even when we do hear your voice we make excuses for avoiding any new directions in our lives. We are too old or too young, too rich or too poor, too tired or too distracted but mostly we are just too comfortable with things as they are.  


Open our hearts God so that we might hear and see and decipher what you call us to do today.  Stretch our closed minds, rip away the blinders from our eyes, so that we as your people delight in opening our homes, our churches, our communities of caring to all of your children.  Then with the psalmist we too will sing, “Let all the peoples praise you, O God.” 

*Assurance of Pardon


Friends believe the Good News of the Gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

*Act of Praise: 106                Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks      




  Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 




  Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to His Name.        

*The Peace             The Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

Psalter









      Psalm 67

New Testament 







 
Acts 16: 9-15

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sermon                                             Faith or Fear                
      Rev. Margaret Almeida

*Affirmation of Faith   Brief Statement of Faith 10.4, 10.5, 10.6 


We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves 

and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the 

one body of Christ, the church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ the Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”


With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 

death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*Response Hymn: 203          God of Mercy, God of Grace  


          Impact

Prayers of Intercession                         

GIVE THANKS TO GOD

Prayers of the People

Offering


Offertory                    I Will Arise and Go to Jesus                               Arise/Carter


*Doxology          Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                           593

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
and Lord’s Prayer 
 





         GO IN GOD'S NAME

*Closing Hymn: 539   Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise                          Ellers

*Leaving:                             Shall We Gather at the River 




                           (stanza: 4)      

*Charge and Blessing

Postlude                                    Halle, Halle, Halleluja                                Sing the Faith

 

_______________________

*PLEASE STAND, AT YOUR DISCRETION

Worship Leaders: Rev. Margaret Almeida, Rev. Susan L. Denne, and Margaret C. Neale

Greet/Usher: Sam and Nancy Hope

                   If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, 

     Elders will visit with you at the pulpit following the service.


   Rev. Susan L. Denne:    828 357 8331 Home       828 664 9212 Office

The Pastor’s Study/Church Office is in Convocation 2 of Assembly Inn



     Monday 10 - 4, Tuesday 10 - 2, and part of Wednesday.   

Montreat Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) Mission

In the fellowship of Jesus Christ we
          Listen for the word of God in our lives
                   Love with open hearts and open minds

           Walk the path of faith together





              Serve others





         Welcome all.


Life as part of Montreat Presbyterian Church PCUSA

Wednesday, May 12:  5P     Congregational Bible Study: Job / John Rogers / Walkup

Sunday, May 23:        5P      Pentecost Picnic Supper on the lawn. Covered dish 





sandwiches and salads.


How do I join the Montreat Presbyterian Church?

There are three ways to become a member of the Presbyterian Church USA:

1.
By making a profession of faith in Jesus Christ and being baptized.

2.
By reaffirming your faith if you have been baptized but inactive in a faith      community for some time. 

3.
By transfer of letter from a church in which you have recently been a member.

You will find a warm welcome and a faith community that welcomes and encourages your gifts in service to God and neighbors.  We are doing a new thing, come join in!   


