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ASSEMBLE IN GOD'S NAME

Gathering Music: 272    God of the Sparrow                            Roeder

   God of the sparrow, God of the whale, God of the swirling stars

   How does the creature say awe, How does the creature say praise.

   God of the earthquake, God of the storm, God of the trumpet blast

   How does the creature cry woe, How does the creature cry save.   

Welcome, Concerns and Celebrations                     Susan L. Denne

Voluntary    Meditation on My Shepherd Will Supply My Need   









              Resignation/Callahan

*Call to Worship






   Ms. Beth Fountain

O God, who called all life into being, 


The earth, sea, and sky are yours.

Your presence is all around us,


Every atom is full of your energy.

Your Spirit enlivens all who walk the earth,

With her we yearn for justice to be done,

For creation to be freed from bondage,

For the hungry to be fed,

For captives to be released,

For your kingdom of peace to come on earth.


*Opening Hymn:105  Because You Live, O Christ               Vruechten 

*Call to Confession

*Litany of Confession 

The Lord our God is a great God –

 A God above all gods, Lord of all lands and peoples!

The depths of the earth rest in God’s hand;





The crests of the mountains gaze over God’s palm.

The mighty waters obey God’s voice-

The voice that commanded them to appear.

The dry lands know the touch of God’s  fingers-

The fingers that formed them to bring forth life.

Thus, from their dust we have been born:

Woman and man, in the image of God-


Why do we then let our hearts be hardened?

Why do we put our maker to the test?

Why do we doubt our very bones?

Why do we scorn our Creator’s ways?


The Lord our God is a God above gods;

A God who forgives so that we are recreated.

*Assurance of Pardon


...Friends believe the Good News of the Gospel.


 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

*Act of Praise: 272         God of the Sparrow                            Roeder   

  God of the rainbow, God of the cross, God of the empty grave.

 How does the creature say grace, How does the creature say thanks. 

*The Peace    The Peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.

PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

Prayer for Illumination


Old Testament Lesson   






Genesis 2:4b -9, 15                                                           







    

Psalter 170     The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want           


        Psalm 23


Epistle   






                 
    Romans 8: 18 – 25


                   

               

Sermon               Keeping and Healing the Creation                   
       Dennis Testerman

*Affirmation of Faith      Brief Statement of Faith 10.3, 10.5, 10.6 


 We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba Father. In sovereign love, God created the world good and makes 
everyone equally in God's image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But we 
rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God's 
commandments, we violate the image of God in others and 
ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted in our care. 


We deserve God's condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a convenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the convenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. 


With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

*Response Hymn: 268                     



     Holy Manna




God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

Prayers of Intercession 

     



     GIVE THANKS TO GOD

Offering

Offertory  
     The Lord's My Shepherd                 


Brother James' Air/Carter

*Hymn: 434  Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples                            

     Kingsfold

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 




          see last page

GO IN GOD'S NAME

*Charge and Blessing

*Those who are able please stand.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Dennis Testerman, Rev. Susan L. Denne, 



             Ms. Beth Fountain, Margaret C. Neale

Greet/Usher: Audrey, Brenna, Campbell and Della McEntire


If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, Elders will visit with you at the pulpit following the service.

Rev. Susan L. Denne:  828 357 8331 Home      828 664 9212 Office

The Pastor’s Study/Church Office is in Convocation 2 of Assembly Inn.  I plan to be there on Monday 10 - 4, Tuesday 10 - 2, and part of Wednesday.  Please call ahead as I may be out on visits or at meetings. Susan. 

Session has asked representatives of Presbytery and their legal counsel to brief the congregation on the status of the property lawsuit in which our church is involved as a co-plaintiff. That briefing will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 28, immediately following our scheduled Bible study, in the Walkup Building.  All members of the congregation are encouraged to attend.

Life as part of Montreat Presbyterian Church PCUSA

Tuesday 27th              WNC Presbytery, Anderson Auditorium

Wednesday 28th   5P Bible Study / Isaiah 40-66 / Clare Frist,
Walkup





    6P Congregational Briefing, Walkup

Saturday May 1st 
10:30A  Baby shower for Emory McEntire







Lila Ray’s home

SECOND LOAF: Please sign up with Susie/Wade Burns:669-1776 or susieb@montreat.org.

How do I join the Montreat Presbyterian Church?

There are three ways to become a member of the Presbyterian Church USA:

1.
By making a profession of faith in Jesus Christ and being baptized.

1.
By reaffirming your faith if you have been baptized but inactive in a faith community for some time. 

1.
By transfer of letter from a church in which you have recently been a member.

You will find a warm welcome and a faith community that welcomes and encourages your gifts in service to God and neighbors.  We are doing a new thing, come join in!   

Prayer of Thanksgiving, April 25, 2010 (Earth Sunday), Outside on the Walkup Porch

Facing the Child Care Buildings

O Lord God, out of the mouths of babes and infants your praises are proclaimed.

We pray for the children who will come to these buildings and these playgrounds.


Silent bidding prayer      

   
  Amen

 “So be it”   (silently move to the left)

Facing the Kitchen Branch Stream from the corner of Walkup 

O God who produces flowing water from the mountain sides. 

We thirst for your Living Spirit to flow into our lives.


Silent bidding prayer

Amen

                 “So be it” (silently move to the front of the building)

Facing the Parking lots, Anderson, the Lake and Shops

O God you created us with minds to build buildings, dams, cars and commerce.

We thank you for all the youth and adults who come here from near and far to learn, be inspired, have fellowship and worship together.


Silent bidding prayer

             
  Amen


     “So let it be” (silently move to the left)

Facing the Presbyterian Heritage Center

God of our ancestors we thank you for the good heritage we receive and for all the saints of the church who from their labors rest.

Send us out with faith and courage to follow in their footsteps leaving a legacy of justice and love for your people and your creation.  Amen


