A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

13 DECEMBER 2009

Preparation for Worship

Advent is a time of waiting. Our whole life, however, is Advent – 

that is, a time of waiting for the ultimate, for the time when there will be

a new heaven and a new earth, when all people are brothers

and sisters and one rejoices in the words of the angels,

“On earth peace to those on whom God’s favor rests.”

Learn to wait, because he has promised to come.








Dietrich Bonhoffer

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome and Announcements  



               Martha Campbell

Reception of New Members    






  Jack Sadler

Passing the Peace of Christ      

        

Voluntary: 29                           Go Tell it on the Mountain                                  Go Tell It


*Call to Worship  


Leader:  Surely God is our Salvation!


People: We will trust and not be afraid!



   For God is our Strength and Song – and our only Salvation.


Leader:  With joy we will draw water from the Wells of Salvation.



   And we will say in that day ----


People: Give thanksgiving to God! Call upon God’s Name!



    Make known God’s deeds among all the nations ---



    Proclaim the Power of God!


Leader:  Sing praises to God for all the marvelous things—



    Let them be known in all the earth.


ALL:
   Sing and shout for Joy, O People of God! For great in 



   our midst lives The Holy One of God.   (based on Isaiah 12: 2—6)

*Opening Hymn: 2             Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                           Hyfrydol

Confession of Sin




The Grace of God


Prayer of Confession (unison):



God of the Future: you are coming in power to bring the whole 



world under your rule.  We confess that we have not expected



your kingdom.  We have lived casual lives, and ignored your 



promised judgment.  Judge us, O God, for we have been slow 



to serve you.  Forgive us, for the sake of your faithful servant 



Jesus, our Savior, whose coming we want and eagerly wait for.  Amen.


Assurance of Pardon  


Congregational response: 9    Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel






      Shall come to thee, O Israel.




Lighting of the Advent Candle
 Bob and Elizabeth Shaw 


Hymn: 53                           What Child is This                  (verses 1 and 2, seated)





TO EXPERIENCE GOD'S WORD






Prayer for Illumination

First Scripture Lesson





           Zephaniah 3: 14-20 Second Scripture Lesson      






 Luke 3: 7-18 This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Sermon

      The People Were Filled with Expectation
            Jim Layman



             TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD   

*Hymn of Response: God, You Alone Know What You've Planned                        Carol




       (sung to It Came Upon A Midnight Clear) 

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)


In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve 


Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as 


we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, 


Lord Jesus!”   (from A Brief Statement of  Faith)

Prayers of the People, concluding with Lord's Prayer

   (Traditional, p. 16)

Moment of Mission:              “ Christmas Joy Offering”
               Martha Campbell

Offering


Offertory                  O Jesus So Sweet, Jesus So Mild                        Kauffmann


*Doxology

        Gloria in Excelsis Deo                          (sing refrain only)


*Prayer of Dedication





   TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Concluding Hymn: 13                  Prepare the Way                 Bereden Vag For Herran

*Congregational Response (Philippians 4: 4-6)   



Leader:  Rejoice in the Lord always



People: Again I will say, Rejoice.



Leader:  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.



People: The Lord is near.



Leader:  Do not worry about anything.



 People: But in everything, by prayer and supplication, with 

              thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.  

*Benediction

Postlude
                    The Star Proclaims the King is Here                           Othmayr

__________________________________

* Please stand, at your discretion.

Worship Leaders:  Jim Layman, Martha Campbell, Jack Sadler, Margaret C. Neale



Greeting and Ushering: Beth Fountain, Rusty Frank

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, elders will

visit with you following the service at the lectern.

