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6 DECEMBER 2009

Preparation for Worship

 Our God is the One who comes to us in a burning bush, 

in an angel’s song, in a newborn child. 

Our God is the One who cannot be found locked in the church, 

not even in the sanctuary.






--The Coming of God, Ann Weems

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ            George Ramsey               

Voluntary: 48
             Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming                        Es ist ein' ros'

*Call to Worship


Leader:  A tiny jewel of light dances on the edge of the horizon:  



   a solitary star before sunrise glimmers a promise of dawn 



   at the end of the world’s blight.


People: It is the Light of the World, Emmanuel, God with us, the 



   Promised One.  Come to us, Emmanuel!  We have seen 



   your light and gather here awaiting the day of your coming.  

*Opening Hymn: 601                  Song of Zechariah                                          Kingsfold

Confession of Sin




Call to Confession



Leader:  If we say we have no sin



People: We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.



Leader:  Therefore, as we come into God’s presence,



People: Let us confess our sins knowing God’s grace abounds.   


Prayer of Confession (unison):



Our God—who is on the way as Incarnate—we come to you to 



confess that we have ignored you.  We hear your prophets speaking—

even shouting—yet we turn away.  We feel your prophets urging—



even pushing—yet we stand solid in our comfort zones, resisting 



your call.  We see your prophets showing us truth—even living that 



truth—at yet we want nothing to do with them.  We deny the very heart 



of who you are.   And yet, we still think about Christmas decorations, 



our gift lists, and holiday trip plans.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Give us 

courage and strength to face even your prophets that we might hear



and be transformed by your message through them to us.  We pray


 
in Jesus’ name, Amen.




Silent Prayer


Congregational response: O Little Town of Bethlehem  







O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;




Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.




We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;




O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!

Declaration of Pardon and Command of God 



Leader:  Who is in a position to condemn?



People: Only Christ.



Leader:  And Christ lived for us, died for us, was resurrected for us, 




   and even prays for us.  Friends, believe the good news!


People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Nancy and Sam Hope



Hymn: 37                        Infant Holy, Infant Lowly            (verses 1 and 2, seated)




           TO EXPERIENCE GOD'S WORD






Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Lesson






          Malachi 3:1-4

New Testament Lesson       




           Luke 1:68-79, 3:1-6

This is the Word of the Lord.


Thanks be to God.

Sermon


            Prophet Making 

     Aimee Wallis Buchanan



             TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD   

*Hymn of Response: 409   Wild and Lone the Prophet's Voice                    Aberystwyth

Offering


Offertory                              What Child is This                                Greensleeves 


*Doxology
      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
                          592
*Prayer of Dedication

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 


*Hymn of Preparation: 514                                                                      Linstead




           Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)


In life and death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord


Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,


we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 


worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  


Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:  preaching good news to the poor 


and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing 


the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating 

with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the 

gospel.  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was 

crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the 


sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his 

sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death


to life eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 

nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Jesus 

Christ our Lord.                  From A Brief Statement of Faith


Invitation to the Lord’s Table


Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer                      (Traditional, p. 16)
Words of Institution


Sharing of Bread and Cup


The Prayer of Commitment



God with us, around us, and in us, we thank you for these gifts that 



you have shared with us.  We ask that the bread we have eaten would 

strengthen us for the advent road ahead.  We ask that the cup we have 

shared would unite us with you even as we wait for your Son.  Because 



of this meal and the gift of Christ for us and the world, we seek to be 



who you would call us to be.   In Jesus’ name, Amen.




              TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Concluding Hymn: 22        Angels from the Realms of Glory                 Regent Square

*Leaving 
               Ubi caritas et amor, Uni caritas Deus ibi est.

              


           (Sing twice, hum once.)

*Benediction

Postlude

               On This Day Earth Shall Ring                  Personent Hodie

__________________________________

* Please stand, at your discretion.

Worship Leader:  

Greeting and Ushering: 
     Communion Servers:

Aimee Buchanan

Mary Jo and Perrin Wright
     Betty and Jim Henderson

George Ramsey





     Martha and Gill Campbell

Margaret C. Neale        

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, elders will

visit with you following the service at the lectern.

