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MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA)

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

29 NOVEMBER 2009

Preparation for Worship

In the Advent season, when the past has fled, unasked, 

away and there is nothing left to do but wait, God shelter us.  

Be our surrounding darkness; be fertile soil out of which hope springs in due time.  

In uncertain times, help us to greet the dawn and labor on, love on, 

in faith awaiting your purpose hid in you, waiting to be born in due time.  

THE CHURCH GATHERS

Welcome, Announcements and Passing the Peace of Christ                    Ruth Currie

Voluntary


Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                            Callahan

*Call to Worship


Leader:   Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, You, who lead Joseph like a flock 


People:  Restore us, O God of hosts; Let your face shine, that we 



    may be saved.


Leader:  Stir up your might, and come to save us!


People: Restore us, O God of hosts; Let your face shine, that we 



    may be saved.                                   (Psalm 80:103)


*Opening Hymn: 10         On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry                          Besancon

Confession of Sin




The Grace of God


Prayer of Confession (unison):



Leader: We have all become like one who is unclean,  




   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.

 

People: We all fade like a leaf,

   

Leader:  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.



People: There is no one who calls on your name.

       

Leader:  There is no one who attempts to take hold of you.



People: You have hidden your face from us,

     

Leader:  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.



People: Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;

      

Leader:  We are the clay, and you are our potter.

 

People: O Lord, do not be exceedingly angry,

      

Leader:  Do not remember our sin forever.          (from Isaiah 64)  


Silent Prayer


Congregational response:     O Little Town of Bethlehem  







O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;




Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.




We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;




O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!

Declaration of Pardon  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: 
Calvin and Charlotte Chesnutt



Hymn: 9 (stanza 1)     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                   Veni Emmanuel 




              TO EXPERIENCE GOD'S WORD






Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Lesson





                    Isaiah 62:1-12 New Testament Lesson       





              Mark 1:1-8

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Sermon

                    A New Name for Advent

        Laura Jernigan



             TO RESPOND AND GIVE THANKS TO GOD   

*Hymn of Response: 3            



  from the Genevan Psalter, 1551





Comfort, Comfort You My People 


Offering

      


Offertory            Fanfare on Now Thank We All Our God                         Callahan


*Doxology
   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
                          592


*Prayer of Dedication

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)


In our time we see only broken and scattered signs that the renewal 


of all things is underway.  We do not see the end of cruelty and suffering 


in the world, the church, and our own lives.  But we see Jesus as Lord.  


As he stands at the center of our history, we are confident he will stand 


at its end.  He will judge all people and all nations.  Evil will be condemned 


and rooted out of God’s creation.  There will be no more tears or pain.  All 


things will be made new.  The fellowship of human beings with God and each 
other will be perfected.  Amen.

*Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Sing refrain only)

Prayers of the People, concluding with Lord's Prayer

   (Traditional, p. 16)





   TO GO FORTH AND TO SERVE

*Concluding Hymn: 13                    Prepare the Way               Bereden Vag For Herran

*Leaving 

       Ubi caritas et a mor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est.





          (Sing twice, hum once.)

*Benediction

Postlude


   Chorale on Nun Danket Alle Gott                           Callahan

__________________________________

* Please stand, at your discretion.

Worship Leader:  Laura Jernigan, Ruth Currie, Margaret C.Neale



Greeting and Ushering: Betsy and Gordon Neville

If you have any questions or are interested in joining this Church, elders will

visit with you following the service at the lectern.

